
Before the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

Appl ica t ion  No, 11548, of Louise 0,  P inckerne l l ,  pursuant  t o  
Sec t ion  8207.11 of  t h e  Zoning Regulations,  f o r  a var iance t o  
permit  a s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  an e x i s t i n g  garage b u i l d i n g  
a s  provided by Sec t ion  7106.12 a t  premise 2516 Q S t r e e t ,  N. W., 
Lot 857, Square 1264, 

HEARING DATE: January 16, 1974 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: February 2 1 ,  1974 

FINDINGS OF FACT : 

1. The p resen t  zoning of  t h e  s i t e  is  R-5-B. 

2. The b u i l d i n g  was o r i g i n a l l y  designed and b u i l t  a s  a 
parking garage f o r  a h o t e l  i n  the  Georgetown a rea .  An occupancy 
permit  was i ssued  i n  1953 f o r  use  a s  a pub l i c  garage. C&P 
Telephone Company, has  occupied the  premises f o r  the  p a s t  20 
yea r s  f o r  s e r v i c i n g  i t s  customers i n  t h e  Georgetown a rea .  No 
change i n  use  is  proposed. 

3. The purpose of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  changes is  t o  improve 
spacing and working condi t ions  f o r  employees. 

4. The improvements would c o n s i s t  of upgrading t h e  bathrooms, 
providing a check-in room f o r  d r i v e r s ,  providing rooms f o r  
s e c r u i t y  s to rage ,  telephone m a t e r i a l s  and open s to rage .  These 
changes a r e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  On t h e  second f l o o r  o r  mezzanine 
l e v e l ,  o f f i c e  space would b e  upgraded, 

5. Vehicles would park along the  per imeter  w a l l s  of t h e  
bu i ld ing ,  wi th  access  from "Q" S t r e e t ,  and along the  s i d e  of t h e  
Building.  

6 ,  E x t e r i o r  changes t o  the  b u i l d i n g  would c o n s i s t  of  
removing t h e  overhead garage door and p lace  g l a s s  and panel ing 
a t  t h e  main en t rance  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  A 1 2  inch s i g n  w i l l  be  
loca ted  bes ide  the  main en t rance  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  A gaso l ine  
pump loca ted  i n s i d e  the  b u i l d i n g  would b e  moved outs ide .  A small  
canopy f o r  s h e l t e r  would be  provided. 
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7 ,  Exist ing windows on the f ron t ,  s i de  and rea r  of the building 
w i l l  be replaced with concrete masonry block, The ex t e r io r  of 
the building is br ick ,  

8 ,  The f i n e  A r t s  Commission has approved the plans f o r  
the proposed s t r u c t u r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  They did recommend t h a t  the  
Sheridan s ign  now ex i s t i ng  be replaced with a smaller one. 

9. No repa i r s  of vehicles o r  telephones is  done on the 
premises. Forty-two employees a r e  involved i n  t h i s  operation, 
th i r ty - f ive  of whom a r e  dr ivers .  Two employees remain i n  the 
bui ld ing a l l  day, The other  f i v e  employees a r e  supervisors ,  repor t  
t o  work i n  the morning and go out  with the  dr ivers .  

10. Employees park on two l o t s  on East Place, which holds 
30 vehicles.  There a re  a l s o  10 spaces i n  from of the building 
and spaces a r e  avai lable  i n  the r e a r  a l l e y ,  In a l l  the  s i t e  
can accommodate approximately 38 vehicles.  

11. Opposition complained of employees parking on the  s t r e e t  
i n  the  e a r l y  morning hours and during the day. 

1 2 .  Applicant 's  b a s i s  f o r  hardship is the hazardous s i t u a t i o n  
under which employees must work. They have been advised by 
t h e i r  insurance companies t o  cor rec t  the s i t u a t i o n ,  

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

The Board is  of the opinion t h a t  applicant  has proved a 
hardship, The s i te  was o r i g i n a l l y  used a s  a parking garage 
and not fo r  t h i s  type of operation, The existence of indoor 
gasoline pumps forces app l i can t ' s  employees t o  work under 
dangerous and hazardous conditions which i s  a circumstance 
pecul iar  t o  the  owner of the subject  property and the  property 
i t s e l f .  

Further,  we hold t h a t  the  requested r e l i e f  can be granted 
without detriment t o  the  public.  
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ORDERED : 

T h a t  the above appl ica t ion be GRANTED w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  
conditions: 

1. E m p l o y e e  and c o m p a n y  vehicles sha l l  park on the s i t e  
i n  accordance w i t h  the parking plans approved by th i s  
B o a r d ,  dated February 2 2 ,  1974 and labeled as "ADDED 
PARKING INFO" 

2, ~ l l  parking spaces s h a l l  be m a r k e d  and e m p l o y e e s  
n o t i f i e d .  

3 .  T h e  gas p u m p  w i l l  be a l l o w e d  ou t s ide .  

4. A l l  ex i s t i ng  w i n d o w s  t o  be closed-in sha l l  be brick of 
a color m a t c h i n g  t ha t  of the bu i ld ing .  

VOTE: 3-0 ( L i l l a  B u r t  C u r n m i n g s  abs ta in ing ,  M r .  H a r p s  not  p r e s e n t )  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

/ JAMES E . MILLER 
Secretary t o  the B o a r d  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER TKE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  
ORDER. 


